
    We are a public Special School named «Agios Spyridonas» located in a southern littoral town of Cyprus, Larnaca. Our school meets the needs of 60 boys and girls, aged between 5 and 20, who mainly have a complex of learning and mobility difficulties as an outcome of their mental disability.

The school operates under the Ministry of Education and Culture - Department of Primary Education. 

The school is committed to the development of each child´s abilities individually so that the children can experience life as a worthwhile activity. We respect the dignity of each human being and acknowledge their value as an individual, whatever their needs or their abilities to contribute to the society. We support the continuous development of knowledge, understanding and skills of our children.
The school enjoys an open aspect, futsal field, playground with outdoor special needs toys (trampoline, wheel chair swings, slides, 4-seat see-saw, merry-go-round, etc), synthetic lawns, and a botanical garden. The building offers, a sensory room, a library and resource area, a kitchen and dining area, a sports/ assembly hall and several classroom with facilities such as interactive boards, personal computers and augmentative and alternative communication devices and other peripherals.

The faculty consists of a Headmaster, a Deputy Head teacher, 10 Special Education teachers, a psychologist, 2 speech pathologists, two occupational therapists, two physiotherapists, two special physical educators, a music therapist, an art/ creativity teacher and a carpentry teacher. There is nineteen other staff employed at the school this year: 15 teacher aids, 2 cleaning personnel, 1 secretary and a janitor.  

The school tends to the needs of boys and girls with a wide range of learning disabilities, caused by factors that are either prenatal (genetic factors, genetic diseases, developmental malformation, etc.), perinatal (low birth weight, prematurity, obstetric complications, trauma during labour, asphyxia, etc.), and postnatal (infections, accidents, malnutrition, environmental factors, psychosocial problems, etc). Each class consists of a maximum of 8 students, and an extra effort is made to keep the groups as homogenous as possible. 
Our school aims to: 

· Value everyone  irrespective of age, position, race, gender, background or ability. We endeavour to motivate, support and inspire personal, spiritual, emotional and educational growth in a safe and secure environment.

· Consider the uniqueness and individual needs of its students by delivering the greatest possible educational opportunities within a broad, balanced differentiated and relevant curriculum.

· Provide parent consultation and support keeping them fully informed at all stages of education whilst aiming to strengthen parent –teacher partnerships three assistants, depending on the needs the group. 
Some of the topics our school is interested in participating in a Comenius programme for Special schools in Special Education:

· Alternative and augmentative communication 

· Inclusion
· Vocational training
· Multicultural class 
· Environmental issues 
· Multidisciplinary team work 

· Arts (theatre, music, dance, handicraft)

· Sports as a tool for social inclusion.
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