My name is Victoria Carceller Garrido, I teach Biology and I am the Coordinator of Secondary in the IES Comarcal, a Secondary School in Burjassot, a town near Valencia, on the Mediterranean coast of Spain.
 Ours is a small school with about 300 students and 40 teachers. The ages of our students range from 12 to 16, all undergoing Compulsory Secondary Education .

In our center we have successfully developed a Comenius multilateral project between 2010 and 2012  with four European schools . The experience has been highly positive and we are currently looking for partners to undertake a new one.
Alpha
The new project for which we are seeking partners deals with environmental education. Attached is a working proposal open to input from prospective partners
Right now we have an Italian school to carry out the project with us but we need to find more partners. 

If after reading our proposal you are interested on it, please contact me in this e-mail adress     victoriacarceller@yahoo.es
For more information about our school, don’t hesitate in visiting our website
http://mestreacasa.gva.es/web/iescomarcal
Comenius Project Proposal 2013-2015
         “To help the planet, you first have to love life”
                 "You can not protect and love that which is unknown"
   “Think Global, Act Local”


Project title:   Let's know, let's love, let's protect our environment

    Based on the principle  "You can not protect and love that which is unknown", the project focuses on knowledge of the environment closest to the students, with the aim of:

· Making them think, perceive and give value to the natural wealth of their environment.
· Assess the environmental status of the school
· Propose actions to help develop sustainable environmental behaviors

The project consists of two parts that correspond to each of the years of project , with the following the mains objectives :

1.  To know the main natural areas of special interest in each of the partner countries.

2.   To know the reality of the environment in the school.

The project includes  the mobility of students and teachers in five encounters, two meetings of students and, at least, three teachers meetings to organize the work to be performed by students and to evaluate the results of the project.
A. FIRST YEAR PROJECT

 The first part of the project consist on knowing and make knowing (to the own school and to the school partners) the main natural areas of special interest in each of the partner countries. 
ACTIONS
Prior to the first meeting , students will make:

1.Research about:

 • Legal forms of protection of natural areas:
      National and regional: National Parks, Regional Parks,Natural Monuments
      International Biosphere Reserves, Spas, ....
      European: Sites of Community Interest, .....
 • What is a National Park?
 • How many N.P.are there in each country?
 • What is protected in a N.P.?
 • Why must it be protected?
 • Problems faced today in these areas.

2. Population surveys on the knowledge they have on this topic.
3. Statistical treatment of the data obtained and graphical representation.
4. Visit a National Park  nearby or some natural interest areas near the school.
5. Artistic expression: taking photographs and drawings of landscapes, flora and fauna of the areas visited.
6. Photo exhibition in the school.
7. Visit some museum and / or exhibition related to the topic of study.
8. A compiling work in a digital format  (pwp, movie maker, glogster,…) gathering all the information obtained.

STUDENTS FIRST MEETING
· Students will present their digital productions about the previous developed work.
· A visit  to one of the natural areas of interest will be made in the country in which the meeting is celebrated.

B.      SECOND YEAR PROJECT

The second part of the project consist on knowing the reality of the school environment.
The work is to know and make known (to the own school and partners schools) the state of the environment in the center and design an improvement plan to help solve the issues identified problem areas.


ACTIONS
Prior to the second meeting students will:

1. Conduct an environmental audit in the center in relation to:
            a. Energy Use
            b. Waste generation
            c. Water use
            d. Noise
2. Calculate the personal carbon footprint of the students and the one of the school .
3. Make surveys among school on the knowledge  that staff, teachers, students and families have on this topic.
4. Make statistical treatment of the data obtained and graphical representation.
5. Practice artistic expression: taking photographs.
6. Display a photo exhibition in the center.
7. Visit some entity involved in any aspect worked
 (Waste treatment plant, ...)
8. Prepare and launch a campaign to improve problem areas identified
9. Make a report on the environmental health of the school.


SECOND MEETING STUDENTS
· The results ecoaudits made by students about the status of their schools and the proposed solutions will be presented.
· It will be implemented a  visit  to some places, organizations, etc. in relation to the environmental management of the country where the meeting  is made.
SOME IMPORTANT CONTENTS INCLUDED IN THE PROJECT


Use of ICT

· Finding information on the Internet
·  Using Google Earth to locate areas of study
·  Using Windows Movie Maker or another program to edit videos
· "Construction" and use of a shared blog or other digital tools to publish the actions  made (photos, diary of excursions, surveys, etc..)

Difussión
· Publication of the digital productions on the websites of the schools involved
·  Publication of written articles in the local press
· Participation in local radio programmes
·  Blog



Networks: participating  organizations outside  the schools
·   Government agencies and private organizations in relation to the      management of protected areas under study. 
· Museums
·  Government agencies and private organizations regarding environmental management

Competences developed by students during the project
· Communication skills 
· Math skills
· Competence in foreing languages
· Knowledge of and interaction with the physical world

· Data processing and digital competence
· Social and civic competence

· Cultural and Artistic competence

· Learning to learn
·  Autonomy and personal initiative


