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The European Wergeland Centre (EWC) is a resource centre on education for human rights, democratic citizenship and intercultural understanding.  Established by an agreement between Norway and the Council of Europe (CoE) in 2008, EWC works to implement CoE values and policies into practice through a set of capacity building models which are adaptable to local needs, national priorities and cultural contexts. 

Activities
Within the EEA Grants and Norway Grants programme areas, the EWC can offer a wide range of education and training activities, based on established best practices, which aim to: 
· Foster active citizenship and participatory democracy
· Raise awareness of human rights and democratic citizenship
· Encourage and support intercultural and inter-religious dialogue
· Strengthen civil society 
· Build capacity and support local NGOs 
· Promote democratic values and social inclusion


Areas of expertise
Democratic citizenship, human rights and intercultural understanding are the key areas underlining all EWC activity. More specifically, the EWC offers expertise in such areas as: 
· Active citizenship and participatory democracy
· Interreligious dialogue
· History teaching and remembrance
· Gender equality
· Children and youth at risk
· Social inclusion and inclusive education
With regard to the EEA Grants programme areas 2009-2014, the activities and areas of expertise as described above are relevant particularly to the programme areas Civil Society, Human and Social Development and Research and Scholarships.


Target groups
EWC aims its activities primarily towards practice and the grassroot level. Primary target groups are teachers, teacher trainers, school heads, local NGOs, local government officials, students and others working in the field. 


Cooperation and partnerships
 EWC has vast experiences in cooperation and partnerships with recognized partners internationally, nationally and locally. The Council of Europe is an important partner, while national authorities, NGOs and higher education institutions are other examples of international partners. In order to ensure sustainability, relevance and ownership, all EWC projects are designed and implemented in cooperation with national authorities and/or a local partner institution.

Contact: Ana Perona-Fjeldstad, Executive Director, EWC, a.perona@theewc.org
