LEONARDO PARTNERSHIP PROJECT

Population is ageing everywhere in Europe. An important aim in nursing services is that elderly people could live independently at their homes as long as possible. For this being possible, rehabilitation work and special equipments are needed. Overall, rehabilitation instruments are not fully utilized in homecare at the moment. The role of the nurses/practical nurses in homecare should be enhanced as they are involved in everyday life of the elderly and thus capable of making individual assessments on the rehabilitation and on the need for special instruments. The aim is to improve the quality of life of the elderly and prevent the need for institutional care. For students it’s important to get acquainted with rehabilitation during their studies as supporting and keeping up the physical preconditions for independent living is very important in homecare. Project needs teachers from different European countries and companies which plan various equipments suitable for elderly people at home. 

The project includes:

-                           a survey on the conditions of homecare at the moment; students in various countries get information through RAI –system (Resident Assessment Instrument) during their practice periods 

-                           definition of developing needs in homecare (teachers from European colleges/schools)

-                           planning or developing of rehabilitation equipments needed in homecare (teachers and European companies of this field) 

-                           planning of the working model for nurses in homecare (model will take use of rehabilitation equipments; these in turn will improve the quality of life of the elderly people and help them live at their own homes longer). Model could be used in education of nurses and could be delivered to nurses already working in elderly care.

-                           utilization of the project results in practice (improvements in nurse education and in competence of teachers and nurses; co-operations between educational institutions, homecare and companies of rehabilitation field in Europe; improvement of rehabilitation equipments in use)
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